
Know When to Quit: 
Ethnography Report 
Shows That Smart 
Gamblers Play Just 
for Fun  
 
 
PURPOSE: 
 
A study from Washington University 
says that more than 80 percent of the 
U.S. population gambles at some time in 
their lives.  Gambling can either be done 
as an unhealthy or healthy behavior.  It 
all depends on your luck and skill.  The 
successful gamblers know when to quit; 
however, for most, gambling is an 
addictive behavior that is tough to stop. 
When you’re down, you try to make it 
back.  The hole just gets deeper and 
deeper.  The purpose of this ethnography 
report was to find out why people 
gamble.  Is it for fun, entertainment, a 
career, addiction or just pure 
excitement?  Some do it legally, others 
do it illegally.  Gambling can be done in 
many different forms, whether it’s sports 
betting, online betting, casino gambling, 
bingo, card games or even betting on 
recreational activities.   
 
METHODOLOGY: 
 
Our research was conducted by using 
ethnographic study using photography to 
document gambling behaviors.  We 
began by taking 10 photos of friends and 
co-workers caught in the act of 
gambling.  We asked them questions 
about their gambling habits and feelings 
about gambling in general The subjects 
were photographed over a one week time 
frame. Pictures were taken at various 

locations, including the casino, golf 
course, bar and different house settings.   
 
RESULTS: 
 
After reviewing photos and conducting 
interviews with the participants, we 
found that most of our subjects gamble 
for entertainment purposes.  “Betting on 
sports gives me a reason to watch an 
otherwise boring game and get excited 
for a certain team,” said Tyler Evenson, 
a recent graduate from USF.  “It’s not so 
much about the money as it is about the 
competition”, says Larry Bates.  “At my 
age, I need a reason to kick some ass; a 
couple extra bucks makes it more 
entertaining.” 
With the exception of a couple 
participants, most agreed that they do it 
for fun.  “If you go in with the attitude 
that you may lose a few dollars, but have 
a fun time doing it, you can’t be upset,” 
says Mark Squiterri.   
 
 
CONCLUSION: 
 
After taking a close look at the gambling 
habits among college students and recent 
graduates, we have come to the 
conclusion that these participants gamble 
for entertainment purposes.  Any time 
you gamble, you hope to win.  It’s when 
you expect to win and don’t, that it 
becomes addictive.   Gambling when 
you are down to break even usually ends 
up breaking your wallet even more.   
Gambling becomes a problem when 
emotions get attached.   
Outside of the college campus, gambling 
habits may differ.  Money can be hard to 
come by, food hard to put on the table 
and bookies to be paid back.  However, 
for these 10 individuals, gambling has 
yet to become an unhealthy behavior.   


